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1 Introduction 
1.1 The revised HS2 route will have a substantial impact on the residents, infrastructure and ecology of Mid-

Cheshire, and as such Northwich Town Council have a number of serious reservations. 

1.2 The route section of concern is HSM10 (Chorlton to Winterbottom) and in particular the area show on 

map 4 of 6 (ref. C320-AEC-RT-DPP-220-065104) between Stanthorne and Lostock Gralam. 

1.3 Our objections cover three topics: 

- The path of the route through unpredictable and unstable geology in the Whatcroft area, which will 

present, at best, a complex and costly engineering challenge; 

- The severe detrimental economic impact of the route – and the construction of the route – on the 

Northwich area; 

- The effect the route will have on the Trent and Mersey Canal conservation area. 

1.4 In responding to this consultation, Northwich Town Council has not taken a view on the merits of the 

HS2 project as a whole.  Instead the response focuses on the effect the proposed route will have on 

Northwich specifically and Mid-Cheshire generally. 
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2 Impact of the local geology on the proposed route 
2.1 We are deeply concerned at the proposal to route HS2 through the current and historic salt workings 

south and east of the town and over the Compass Minerals rock salt mining operations in Winsford.  The 

selection by HS2 to route the line through the Holford brine field cavities in the 2013 consultation was a 

significant engineering error that shocked the local communities.  The re-alignment proposal 2b now 

avoids the Holford area, but continues through the remaining areas of high risk. 

2.2 Both the proposed 2017 re-alignment route and the 2013 consultation route pass through an area 

where much of the uncontrolled salt mining and wild brine pumping took place from the 17th century 

until the 1930s. The wild brine pumping process has led to catastrophic subsidence in and around 

Northwich, much of which is still evident today.  In the Whatcroft area in particular, there are a number 

of flashes and a land collapse that widened the Trent and Mersey Canal. 

2.3 The accuracy of maps of underground work is unreliable, as much was done before systematic record 

keeping and mapping was carried out, and prior to the 1930s when brine extraction controls were 

introduced. 

2.4 In 2007, work commenced filling four of the many historic salt mines (Barons Quay, Witton Bank, 

Neumann and Penny’s Lane) in Northwich with a pulverised ash cement.  This action was necessary in 

order to stabilise the town centre before the current £80m Barons Quay regeneration was possible.  The 

remaining historic mines and saturated brine cavities exist today along with geological faults running 

through the area.  Local records detail 29 bottom bed rock salt mines and 61 top bed rock salt mines – 

many to the south and east of Northwich. 

2.5 With the proposed route running through such a unique geology and incorporating a number of large 

viaducts, we would suggest that this presents at best a costly and complex engineering challenge, and at 

worst is high risk and potentially dangerous.  The potential for unexpected and un-costed remedial 

engineering work is alarming. 

3 Economic impact of the proposed route on the Northwich urban area 
3.1 The proposed route will impact on the economy of Northwich in two ways: 

- Severe disruption to the only major road into and out of the town during construction; 

- Removal of land allocated for development with employment uses. 

3.2 Construction phase 
3.2.1 Northwich has somewhat unique geography in that it is surrounded and intersected by waterways, 

namely the Rivers Dane and Weaver, the Trent and Mersey Canal, and a number of brooks and 

tributaries feeding the above.  This has made the road system in the local area complex, in that there are 

a limited number of places to cross the various waterways, and as such minor traffic disruptions can 

have a major impact. 

3.2.2 The town is connected to the M6 by the A556 dual carriageway, a major road that runs from Altrincham 

to Chester through Northwich.  This is the town’s only high-capacity access to the motorway network, 

with alternative routes via low capacity minor roads. 

3.2.3 The proposed route will involve what is euphemistically described as a “realignment” of the A556 

between Rudheath and Lostock Gralam, and amounts to the reconstruction of large sections of the dual 

carriageway. 

3.2.4 During this time, access to and from the M6 will be seriously affected for an extended period.  

Notwithstanding the disruption to residents and commuters, some possible effects are: 

- Undermining the ongoing regeneration project in Northwich town centre, that attempts to promote the 
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town to being a sub-regional retail and leisure centre; 

- Threatens the viability of Northwich as a location for the Morrison’s Distribution Centre and Roberts 

Bakery, which are major employers in the town and whose sites is both adjacent to the route and the 

A556; 

- Reduces the likelihood of companies choosing to locate new jobs in Northwich. 

3.2.5 If the route is left unaltered it will be essential that construction work on the “realigned” A556 is 

completed long before HS2 reaches the area, and occurs with the minimum possible disruption to the 

existing road. 

3.2.6 Businesses in the local area, and in particular Morrison’s and Roberts Bakery, will need to be consulted 

extensively as plans are being put together. 

3.3 Post-construction 
3.3.1 Northwich’s largest employment centre is located at Gadbrook Park, which houses a number of national 

and multi-national companies, including Barclays Bank and The Hut Group, as well as Morrison’s and 

Roberts Bakery.  Approximately 5,000 people are employed at Gadbrook Park. 

3.3.2 The Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan calls for 4,300 new dwellings to be developed in the 

Northwich urban area up to 2030, supported by a minimum of 30 hectares of new business and 

industrial land.  Much of the latter was to be delivered at Gadbrook Park, being the most suitable site -

located adjacent to transport links and not constrained in other ways. 

3.3.3 The proposed route, which runs through the middle of one of the sites at which expansion was to take 

place, undermines the growth plans at Gadbrook Park.  With the uncertainty and disruption created by 

the modifications to the A556, it is difficult to see how further expansion of Gadbrook Park could be 

sustainable in the medium term. 

3.3.4 The long term effect of this is that Northwich will transition further into being a dormitory town, rather 

than being a place that people can both live and work.  This is not our vision for the town, nor is it 

desirable. 

4 Impact of the route on the Trent and Mersey Canal conservation area 
4.1 The route is close to, and crosses, the historic James Brindley Trent and Mersey Canal built in 1770. This 

is categorised as Conservation Area of significant importance throughout the whole of its length.  The 

canal is a significant part of the heritage of Northwich and should be protected from development. 

4.2 The impact on this, during construction and on completion, will damage its conservation status.  This is 

acknowledged in the Crewe to Pickmere document D65. WLFS1. CS658. 

5 Conclusion 
5.1 The Town Council believes that the issues we have raised in this response will lead to significant costs 

that have not been considered. 

5.2 This is both in terms of direct costs, in complex engineering and construction; and indirect costs, in the 

viability of investments made by Cheshire West and Chester Council on the regeneration of Northwich, 

and in terms of the sustainability of employment in the area with such a long term and significant level 

of disruption to the town’s major transport link. 

5.3 Given the seriousness of these issues, we would urge you to revisit the route-sifting process and look at 

if other options now represent a lower risk, a lower cost and better value for the public purse. 


